
The Regional Municipality of Durham 
COUNCIL INFORMATION PACKAGE 

January 13, 2017 

Information Reports 

2017-INFO-4 Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Building 
Activity – January to September, 2016. 

2017-INFO-5 Commissioner of Finance – re: Vehicle Advance and Casual Travel 
Reimbursement Rates for 2017 

2017-INFO-6 Commissioner of Works – re: Real Property Acquisitions in 2016 Where 
the Purchase Price Did Not Exceed $50,000 

2017-INFO-7 Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs E-Newsletter – December 2016 

2017-INFO-8 Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development – re: Durham 
Tourism E-Newsletter- December 2016 

Early Release Reports 

There are no Early Release Reports 

Staff Correspondence 

There are no Staff Correspondence 

Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

There are no Durham Municipalities Correspondence 

Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions  

There are no Other Municipalities Correspondence/Resolutions 

Miscellaneous Correspondence 

1. Municipal Property Assessment Corporation e-mailing The 2016 Assessment 
Update Municipal Summary Report

2. Kerry Meydam e-mailing Regional and Clarington Council re: Fire, transparency and
accountability concerns regarding the Durham York Energy Centre.

If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 
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Advisory Committee Minutes  

1. Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change (DRRCC) minutes – November 18, 
2016 

Action Items from Council (For Information Only) 

Action Items from Committee of the Whole and Regional Council meetings 

Members of Council – Please advise the Regional Clerk at clerks@durham.ca by 9:00 AM 
on the Monday one week prior to the next regular Committee of the Whole meeting, if you 
wish to add an item from this CIP to the Committee of the Whole agenda. 

mailto:clerks@durham.ca


If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
#2017-INFO-4 
January 6, 2017 

Subject: 

Building Activity – January to September, 2016, File: D03-02 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 This report summarizes building permit and construction activity for Durham 
Region and the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) for the period of January to 
September 2016, with comparisons to the same period in 2015. 

2. Background

2.1 The Planning and Economic Development Department conducts on-going 
monitoring activities to assess the effectiveness of the Durham Regional Official 
Plan (ROP) and other Regional policies.  Monitoring assists in identifying emerging 
issues and trends.  

2.2 Building activity is monitored on an on-going basis as an indicator of regional 
housing and employment activity, the level of local investment and economic 
performance.  The report also compares Durham's building activity with the other 
GTA municipalities.  The appendices to this report provide a comprehensive source 
of data on residential construction activity including overall building activity from the 
start of the process (i.e. issuance of building permit), to the construction and 
ultimate sale of new residential units into the market.   
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3. Building Permit Activity in Durham 

3.1 During the first nine months of this year, the total value of building permits issued in 
Durham declined by 14.1 per cent from $1,278 million in 2015, to $1,098 million in 
2016 (Figure 1).  

Figure 1 
Total Building Permit Value by Residential and Non-Residential Sector 

Durham Region, January to September 2015 and 2016 

 

Residential Building Activity in Durham 

3.2 Durham’s residential building permit value in the first nine months declined by 16.5 
per cent from $1,032.4 million in 2015, to $861.9 million in 2016. Within Durham, 
Clarington (27.3% or $235.7 million) had the greatest share followed by Oshawa 
(20.5% or $176.9 million) and Whitby (16.5% or $142.4 million) (refer to 
Attachment 1, Table 2a). 

3.3 The total number of permits issued for new residential units in Durham declined 
16.6 per cent from 3,208 units in 2015 to 2,675 units in 2016. Single-detached units 
accounted for the largest percentage of new residential units (43.6%).  The share 
of semi-detached, townhomes and apartments was 3.4 per cent, 26.8 per cent and 
25.9 per cent respectively. The majority of building permits issued for new 
residential units were located in Clarington (819 units), Oshawa (542 units), and 
Whitby (529 units) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 3b). 
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Non-Residential Building Activity in Durham 

3.4 In the first nine months of the year, non-residential building permit values declined 
by 4.1 per cent.  The commercial sector accounted for the largest share of non-
residential building permit value with 45.8 per cent ($108.1 million), followed by the 
institutional sector with 25.4 per cent ($60.0 million).  Oshawa accounted for the 
largest share of non-residential building permit activity (36.9% or $87.1 million), 
followed by Whitby (21.4% or $50.4 million) (refer to Attachment 1, Table 4b).  

3.5 Major non-residential construction projects initiated in Durham during the third 
quarter of 2016 included: 

• a new 4 storey academic building at UOIT in Oshawa ($20.0 million); 
• an addition to an existing school in Ajax ($4.7 million); and 
• an addition to an industrial building in Uxbridge ($3.5 million). 

4. Building Permit Activity in the GTA 

4.1 In the first nine months of the year the total value of building permits issued 
(residential and non-residential) in the GTA declined by 8.9 per cent from $15.0 
billion in 2015, to $13.7 billion in 2016.  Toronto had the greatest share of GTA total 
value with 39.5 per cent, followed by York (24.8%), Peel (16.4%), Halton (11.3%) 
and Durham (8.0%).  Halton (23.7%) and York (16.7%) were the only municipalities 
that experienced increases in building permit value (refer to Attachment 2, Table 
2). 

Residential Building Activity in the GTA 

4.2 The total value of residential building permits in the GTA declined 5.2 per cent from 
$9.4 billion in 2015, to $8.9 billion in 2016. York Region and the City of Toronto 
accounted for the largest share of GTA residential building permit value with 32.0 
per cent and 31.9 per cent of the of the total respectively. Durham’s share of GTA 
residential building permit value declined from 11.0 per cent  in 2015 to 9.7 per 
cent in 2016 (refer to Attachment 2, Table 3). 

4.3 In the first nine months of 2016 there were 26,568 building permits issued for new 
residential units in the GTA, compared to 31,152 units in 2015, which represents a 
14.7 per cent decline in permit activity.  Apartments accounted for the greatest 
share of new units at 50.2 per cent, followed by single-detached dwellings at 30.1 
per cent.  Toronto had the greatest share of new residential units (33.9%), followed 
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by York (32.6%), Peel (13.1%), Halton (10.5%), and Durham (10.0%) (refer to 
Attachment 2, Table 4). 

Non-Residential Building Activity in the GTA 

4.4 Approximately $4.8 billion in non-residential building permits were issued in the 
GTA during the first nine months of this year, which represents an increase of 1.0 
per cent over the same period last year ($4.7 billion). Halton (+97.6%) experienced 
the largest increase in non-residential building permit growth (refer to Attachment 
2, Table 5). 

5. Other Housing Indicators

Housing Starts and Completions

5.1 While monitoring the number of building permits issued for new residential units 
provides a good indication of short-term future development, monitoring 
construction activity provides an indication of what is currently occurring in the 
community. 

5.2 There was a 3.7 per cent decline in the number of housing starts in the first nine 
months of the year, from 2,581 in 2015 to 2,485 in 2016.   However, during the 
same period, there was an increase in the number of completions, from 1,524 to 
1,850 (+21.4%) (refer to Attachment 3, Table 1). 

Housing Prices 

5.3 For the first nine months of the year, the average cost of a new single-detached 
dwelling in Durham Region increased 5.0 per cent from $518,363 in 2015, to 
$544,311 in 2016.  The comparative cost of a new single detached dwelling 
elsewhere in the GTA ranged from $754,973 in Peel to $1,957,005 in Toronto in 
2016 (refer to Attachment 4, Table 2). 

5.4 The average price of a resale dwelling (all dwelling types) in Durham increased 
19.1 per cent from $440,627 in 2015, to $524,728 in 2016.  The number of resale 
homes sold in Durham declined 3.6 per cent from 10,512 in 2015 to 10,136 in 2016 
(refer to Attachment 4, Table 3). 

6. Conclusion

6.1 During first nine months of 2016, Durham's residential sector experienced a decline 
in the number and value of building permits for new residential units.  
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6.2 Non-residential building permits also declined compared to the first nine months of 
last year. 

6.3 CMHC notes that in 2017, “a slower than expected Ontario economy, rising debt 
loads and rising housing imbalances, especially in the GTA, can result in weaker 
housing activity.”1   

6.4 A copy of this report will be forwarded to the area municipalities for information. 

7. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Building Permit Activity in Durham 

Attachment #2: Building Permit Activity in the Greater Toronto Area 

Attachment #3: Housing Market Supply of New Units in Durham 

Attachment #4: Housing Indicators 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

B.E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

1 CMHC Housing Market Outlook – Greater Toronto Area, Fall 2016 
                                            



 

Attachment 1 

Building Permit Activity in Durham – January to September 

Table 1a 
Total value of building permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 126.3 9.9 150.7 13.7 19.3 

Brock 12.9 1.0 10.3 0.9 -20.3 

Clarington 300.1 23.5 250.6 22.8 -16.5 

Oshawa 476.5 37.3 264.0 24.0 -44.6 

Pickering 145.6 11.4 142.4 13.0 -2.2 

Scugog 31.4 2.5 14.2 1.3 -54.9 

Uxbridge 50.2 3.9 72.7 6.6 44.8 

Whitby 135.1 10.6 192.8 17.6 42.7 

Total 1,278.2 100% 1,097.7 100% -14.1 

Table 1b 
Total value of building permits by type ($ millions) 

Permit type 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Residential 1,032.4 80.8 861.9 78.5 -16.5 

Non-Residential 245.8 19.2 235.8 21.5 -4.1 

Note:  All figures rounded 
Source:  Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 
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Table 2a 
Value of residential permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 110.6 10.7 120.9 14.0 9.3 

Brock 9.2 0.9 7.5 0.9 -19.1 

Clarington 234.0 22.7 235.7 27.3 0.7 

Oshawa 409.7 39.7 176.9 20.5 -56.8 

Pickering 119.0 11.5 118.8 13.8 -0.2 

Scugog 7.6 0.7 10.6 1.2 38.5 

Uxbridge 44.8 4.3 49.2 5.7 9.8 

Whitby 97.5 9.4 142.4 16.5 46.1 

Total 1,032.4 100% 861.9 100% -16.5 

Table 2b 
Total value of residential permits by construction type ($ millions) 

Construction type 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

New residential units 985.8 95.5 796.5 92.4 -19.2 

Renovations, additions and 
improvements 

46.6 4.5 65.4 7.6 40.3 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 
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Table 3a 
Permits issued for new residential units by unit type 

Unit type 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Single  1,643 51.2 1,165 43.6 -29.1 

Semi 139 4.3 92 3.4 -33.8 

Town 395 12.3 716 26.8 81.3 

Apartment 1,031 32.1 692 25.9 -32.9 

Total 3,208 100% 2,675 100% -16.6 

Table 3b 
Permits issued for new residential units by area municipality 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 331 10.3 433 16.2 30.8 

Brock 19 0.6 11 0.4 -42.1 

Clarington 741 23.1 819 30.6 10.5 

Oshawa 1,265 39.4 542 20.3 -57.2 

Pickering 349 10.9 241 9.0 -30.9 

Scugog 12 0.4 15 0.6 25.0 

Uxbridge 114 3.6 85 3.2 -25.4 

Whitby 377 11.8 529 19.8 40.3 

Total 3,208 100% 2,675 100% -16.6 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 
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Table 3c 
Permits issued for new residential units by urban/rural area 

Area 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Urban 3,117 97.2 2,553 95.4 -18.1 

Rural 91 2.8 112 4.2 23.1 

Total 3,208 100% 2,675 100% -16.6 

Table 4a 
Value of non-residential building permits by sector ($ millions) 

Sector 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Commercial 66.4 27.0 108.1 45.8 62.9 

Industrial 67.8 27.6 37.1 15.7 -45.2 

Agricultural 8.7 3.5 7.2 3.0 -17.8 

Institutional 52.2 21.2 60.0 25.4 15.0 

Governmental 50.7 20.6 23.4 9.9 -53.8 

Total 245.8 100% 235.8 100% -4.1 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 
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Table 4b 
Value of non-residential building permits by area municipality ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 15.7 6.4 29.7 12.6 89.5 

Brock 3.7 1.5 2.8 1.2 -23.3 

Clarington 66.1 26.9 14.9 6.3 -77.4 

Oshawa 66.9 27.2 87.1 36.9 30.2 

Pickering 26.6 10.8 23.7 10.0 -10.9 

Scugog 23.8 9.7 3.6 1.5 -84.9 

Uxbridge 5.5 2.2 23.6 10.0 331.1 

Whitby 37.7 15.3 50.4 21.4 33.9 

Total 245.8 100% 235.8 100% -4.1 

Table 5a 
Non-residential floor space by sector (‘000 sq. ft.) 

Sector 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Commercial 162.9 17.6 303.0 25.1 86.0 

Industrial 232.3 25.1 422.6 35.0 81.9 

Agricultural 265.6 28.7 211.6 17.5 -20.3 

Institutional 118.5 12.8 204.8 17.0 72.8 

Governmental 146.6 15.8 66.0 5.5 -55.0 

Total 925.8 100% 1,208.0 100% 30.5 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 
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Table 5b 
Non-residential floor space by municipality (‘000 sq. ft.) 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 27.8 3.0 155.1 12.8 458.6 

Brock 92.9 10.0 42.0 3.5 -54.8 

Clarington 229.5 24.8 157.7 13.1 -31.3 

Oshawa 225.3 24.3 202.4 16.8 -10.2 

Pickering 34.4 3.7 90.0 7.4 161.4 

Scugog 63.6 6.9 78.2 6.5 23.1 

Uxbridge 66.1 7.1 190.2 15.7 187.8 

Whitby 186.3 20.1 292.5 24.2 57.0 

Total 925.8 100% 1,208.0 100% 30.5 

 

Note: All figures rounded 
Source: Durham Region Planning Division Building Permit Summaries 



 

Attachment 2 

Building Permit Activity in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) - January to September 

Table 1 
Durham’s share of GTA building permit activity (%) 

Key Indicator 2015 2016 Difference  

Total Value 8.5 8.0 -0.5 

Residential Value 11.0 9.7 -1.3 

Residential Units 10.3 10.0 -0.3 

Non-Residential Value 10.9 4.9 -5.9 

Table 2 
Total value of building permits issued ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015  2016 % change Share of 
GTA 2015 

Share of 
GTA 2016 

GTA 15,037.6 13,696.0 -8.9% 100.0% 100.0% 

Durham 1,278.2 1,097.7 -14.1% 8.5% 8.0% 

Halton 1,250.0 1,546.3 23.7% 8.3% 11.3% 

Peel 3,629.4 2,240.2 -38.3% 24.1% 16.4% 

Toronto 5,967.3 5,412.1 -9.3% 39.7% 39.5% 

York 2,912.7 3,399.7 16.7% 19.4% 24.8% 

Note: May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source: Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Table 3 
Total value of residential building permits issued ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015  2016 % change Share of 
GTA 2015 

Share of 
GTA 2016 

GTA 9,403.5 8,915.1 -5.2% 100.0% 100.0% 

Durham 1,032.4 861.9 -16.5% 11.0% 9.7% 

Halton 664.6 879.2 32.3% 7.1% 9.9% 

Peel 2,670.9 1,473.1 -44.8% 28.4% 16.5% 

Toronto 2,834.1 2,845.5 0.4% 30.1% 31.9% 

York 2,201.5 2,855.4 29.7% 23.4% 32.0% 

Note:  May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source:  Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Table 4 
Permits issued for new residential units in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) by type 

Municipality Type 2015  2016 % 
change 

Share of 
GTA 
2015 

Share of 
GTA 
2016 

GTA Total 31,152 26,568 -14.7% 100.0% 100.0% 

GTA Single 9,631 8,009 -16.8% 30.9% 30.1% 

GTA Semi 1,150 721 -37.3% 3.7% 2.7% 

GTA Town 4,770 4,501 -5.6% 15.3% 16.9% 

GTA Apartment 15,601 13,337 -14.5% 50.1% 50.2% 

Durham Total 3,208 2,665 -16.9% 10.3% 10.0% 

Durham Single 1,643 1,165 -29.1% 17.1% 14.5% 

Durham Semi 139 92 -33.8% 12.1% 12.8% 

Durham Town 395 716 81.3% 8.3% 15.9% 

Durham Apartment 1,031 692 -32.9% 6.6% 5.2% 

Halton Total 2,434 2,780 14.2% 7.8% 10.5% 

Halton Single 654 605 -7.5% 6.8% 2.3% 

Halton Semi 5 94 1780.0% 0.4% 0.4% 

Halton Town 1,146 394 -65.6% 24.0% 1.5% 

Halton Apartment 629 1,687 168.2% 4.0% 6.3% 

Note:  May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source:  Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Municipality Type 2015  2016 % 
change 

Share of 
GTA 
2015 

Share of 
GTA 
2016 

Peel Total 7,099 3,470 -51.1% 22.8% 13.1% 

Peel Single 3,404 2,002 -41.2% 35.3% 7.5% 

Peel Semi 814 291 -64.3% 70.8% 1.1% 

Peel Town 1,498 893 -40.4% 31.4% 3.4% 

Peel Apartment 1,383 284 -79.5% 8.9% 1.1% 

Toronto Total 10,699 9,001 -15.9% 34.3% 33.9% 

Toronto Single 994 1,003 0.9% 10.3% 12.5% 

Toronto Semi 38 45 18.4% 3.3% 6.2% 

Toronto Town 475 738 55.4% 10.0% 16.4% 

Toronto Apartment 9,192 7,215 -21.5% 58.9% 54.1% 

York Total 7,712 8,652 12.2% 24.8% 32.6% 

York Single 2,936 3,234 10.1% 30.5% 40.4% 

York Semi 154 199 29.2% 13.4% 27.6% 

York Town 1,256 1,760 40.1% 26.3% 39.1% 

York Apartment 3,366 3,459 2.8% 21.6% 25.9% 

Note:  May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source:  Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Table 5 
Total value of non-residential building permits issued ($ millions) 

Municipality 2015  2016 % change Share of 
GTA 2015 

Share of 
GTA 2016 

GTA 4,734.8 4,780.9 1.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Durham 513.8 235.8 -54.1% 10.9% 4.9% 

Halton 337.5 667.1 97.6% 7.1% 14.0% 

Peel 1,155.1 767.1 -33.6% 24.4% 16.0% 

Toronto 1,985.1 2,566.6 29.3% 41.9% 53.7% 

York 743.3 544.3 -26.8% 15.7% 11.4% 

 

Note:  May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source:  Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Housing Market Supply of New Units in Durham - January to September 

Table 1 
Housing Supply 

Key Indicator 2015 # 2016 # % change 

Total Supply 4,317 4,393 1.8 

Starts 2,581 2,485 -3.7 

Completions 1,524 1,850 21.4 

Absorbed 895 995 11.2 

Table 2a 
Total supply by unit type 

By unit type 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Single  1,942 45.0 1,608 36.6 -17.2 

Semi 64 1.5 90 2.0 40.6 

Row/Town 725 16.8 949 21.6 30.9 

Apartment 1,586 36.7 1,746 39.7 10.1 

Total Supply 4,317 100% 4,393 100% 1.8 

Note: May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source: Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Table 2b 
Total supply by area municipality 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 363 8.4 499 11.4 37.5 

Brock 79 1.8 81 1.8 2.5 

Clarington 833 19.3 1,216 27.7 46.0 

Oshawa 1,956 45.3 1,249 28.4 -36.1 

Pickering 371 8.6 419 9.5 12.9 

Scugog 41 0.9 36 0.8 -12.2 

Uxbridge 159 3.7 166 3.8 4.4 

Whitby 515 11.9 727 16.5 41.2 

Total 4,317 100% 4,393 100% 1.8 

Table 3a 
Absorptions by unit type 

By unit type 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Single  727 81.2 712 71.6 -2.1 

Semi 24 2.7 18 1.8 -25.0 

Row/Town 144 16.1 174 17.5 20.8 

Apartment 0 0.0 91 9.1 N/A 

Total Supply 895 100% 995 100% 11.2 

Source:  Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation (CMHC),  
 Local Housing Market Tables, 2015/16 
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Table 3b 
Absorptions by area municipality 

Municipality 2015 # 2015 % 2016 # 2016 % % change 

Ajax 241 26.9 76 7.6 -68.5 

Brock 2 0.2 5 0.5 150.0 

Clarington 209 23.4 286 28.7 36.8 

Oshawa 193 21.6 382 38.4 97.9 

Pickering 156 17.4 88 8.8 -43.6 

Scugog 6 0.7 11 1.1 83.3 

Uxbridge 14 1.6 21 2.1 50.0 

Whitby 74 8.3 126 12.7 70.3 

Total 895 100% 995 100% 11.2 
 

Source:  Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation (CMHC),  
 Local Housing Market Tables, 2015/16 
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Housing Indicators - January to September 

Table 1 
Average interest rates (%) 

Conventional Mortgage 
Rates 

2015 2016 % change  

1 Year Term 2.89 3.14 8.7 

3 Year Term 3.39 3.39 0.0 

5 Year Term 4.64 4.71 1.5 

Bank Rate (%): 0.75 0.75 0.0 

Note: May contain estimated values by Statistics Canada and are subject to change 
Source: Statistics Canada (Halton, Peel, Toronto, York) and Durham Region Planning 
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Table 2 
Average cost of a new single detached dwelling 

Municipality 2015 2016 % change  

Ajax $549,554 $627,834 14.2 

Brock -- -- -- 

Clarington $442,555 $509,848 15.2 

Oshawa $488,839 $503,980 3.1 

Pickering $643,392 $679,299 5.6 

Scugog -- -- -- 

Uxbridge $429,689 $477,943 11.2 

Whitby $602,343 $607,280 0.8 

Durham Region $518,363 $544,311 5.0 

City of Toronto $1,963,531 $1,957,005 -0.3 

York Region $984,125 $1,021,131 3.8 

Peel Region $667,259 $754,973 13.1 

Halton Region $969,296 $943,339 -2.7 

Sources: Bank of Canada website: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/rates/ 
 CMHC, Housing Now - Greater Toronto Area, Sept. 2015/16 
 Toronto Real Estate Board - Market Watch, January - September 2015/16 
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Table 3 
Resale housing market in Durham 

Key Indicator 2015 2016 % change  

Number of Sales 10,512 10,136 -3.6 

Number of New Listings 14,519 12,741 -12.2 

Average Price (all dwelling types) $440,627 $524,728 19.1 

 

Sources: Bank of Canada website: http://www.bankofcanada.ca/rates/ 
 CMHC, Housing Now - Greater Toronto Area, Sept. 2015/16 
 Toronto Real Estate Board - Market Watch, January - September 2015/16 



 

From: Commissioner of Finance 
Report: #2017-INFO-5 
Date: January 13, 2017 

Subject: 

Vehicle Advance and Casual Travel Reimbursement Rates for 2017 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to confirm that the rates for reimbursement for the use 
of a personal vehicle while conducting Regional business will remain unchanged 
for 2017.  The reimbursement rates were last updated in January 2016 (Report 
2016-F-2). 

2. Background 

2.1 The Regional Council approved policy provides for reimbursement when an 
employee uses a personal vehicle while conducting Regional business. 

2.2 Employees who are required to travel regularly as part of their job receive a monthly 
advance payment based on the range of kilometres expected to be driven during the 
year, with the payment adjusted at year end based on a reconciliation to actual 
kilometres driven.  Other employees who travel less frequently using a personal 
vehicle receive reimbursement upon submission of a claim detailing the distance 
driven. 

2.3 The reimbursement is based on a rate per kilometre that is considered to be fair and 
equitable. 

2.4 The automobile reimbursement rates apply to all employees, appointed individuals 
and elected officials. 
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3. Vehicle Reimbursement Rates Unchanged for 2017 

3.1 To ensure that the reimbursement rates are reasonable, it has been Regional 
practice to keep the vehicle reimbursement rates in line with those approved by the 
Department of Finance (DOF) Canada for tax purposes. 

3.2 In late December 2016, the DOF released the automobile reimbursement rates that 
they consider reasonable for 2017.  The reimbursement rates remain unchanged at 
54 cents per kilometre for the first 5,000 kilometres driven, and 48 cents per 
kilometre for each additional kilometre. 

3.3 The attached policy for Reimbursement for Use of a Personal Vehicle continues to 
apply for 2017.  The monthly advances for all categories and the casual travel 
rates remain at $0.54 per kilometre for the first 5,000 kilometres and $0.48 per 
kilometre for travel beyond 5,000 kilometres.   

4. Conclusion 

4.1 The 2017 rates for reimbursement for the use of a personal vehicle while on 
Regional business can be accommodated within the proposed 2017 budgets for 
General Purposes, Water Supply and Sanitary Sewer. 

5. Attachments 

Attachment #1: Reimbursement for Use of Personal Vehicle 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

R.J. Clapp, CPA, CA 
Commissioner of Finance 



Attachment #1 to Report #2017-INFO-5 

REGION OF DURHAM 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR USE OF PERSONAL VEHICLE 2017 RATES  

1. Casual Travel 

1.1 Employees who travel occasionally using a personal vehicle will receive 
reimbursement upon submission of an expense claim detailing the distance driven. 

1.2 Reimbursements are calculated at $0.54 per kilometre for the first 5,000 kilometres 
and $0.48 per kilometre for each kilometre traveled beyond 5,000 kilometres. 

2. Monthly Advance System 

2.1 Employees who are required to travel regularly as part of their job receive a 
monthly advance payment based on the range of kilometres expected to be driven 
during the year.   

2.2 The reimbursement rates for kilometre ranges are as follows: 

Category Kilometre Range Monthly Advance 
n/a n/a $ 

1 1,000 - 2,000 45.00 
2 2,001 - 3,000 90.00 
3 3,001 - 5,000 135.00 
4 5,001 - 8,000 225.00 
5 8,001 - 12,000 345.00 
6 12,001 - 16,000 505.00 
7 16,001 - 20,000 665.00 
8 20,001 - 24000 825.00 
9 24,001 – 28,000 985.00 
10 28,001 and over 1,145.00 

2.3 Notes: 

a. Kilometre ranges are for the expected annual travel.  Advances are calculated 
based on the minimum kilometres in the category range. 

b. A year-end reconciliation is required for every employee receiving an 
advance.  The adjustment for additional kilometres travelled or recovery of an 
overpayment will be completed no later than the end of February of the 
following calendar year.  If an employee terminates employment, or is 
removed from the vehicle advance system during the year, the reconciliation 
is completed at that time. 

c. Where no travel records are received, the total amount of the advance will be 
recovered. 

d. Advances will be paid on the second pay period of the month. 
e. Reimbursement for use of a personal vehicle is for the kilometres traveled 

only while on Regional business.  Parking costs and other travel expenses 
are reimbursed separately. 
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3. Standby Rates 

3.1 The rate for personal use of a Regional vehicle for travel to/from work and home 
while on standby shall be $0.26 per kilometre. 

3.2 No other personal travel using a Regional vehicle is permitted. 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 3540. 

From: Commissioner of Works 
Report: #2016-INFO-6 
Date: January 13, 2017 

Subject: 

Real Property Acquisitions in 2016 Where the Purchase Price Did Not Exceed $50,000 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information. 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding real property interests 
acquired by the Works Department where the purchase price did not exceed 
$50,000.   

2. Discussion

2.1 Works Committee Report 2001-W-140 (Attachment #1) approved by Regional 
Council on December 5, 2001, recommended that: 

 The Commissioner of Works or his designate be authorized to approve the a.
acquisition of real property interests, where the purchase price does not 
exceed $50,000, provided that the works for which the real property interest is 
required has been approved by Regional Council and funds have been 
approved for the land acquisition; and 

The Commissioner of Works report annually to Regional Council on the realb.
property interests acquired under this authority.

2.2 The attached schedule reflects the properties acquired in 2016 by means of this 
delegated authority, with acquisition values ranging from $2 to $50,000   
(Attachment #2). 
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3. Conclusion

3.1 The attached summary (Attachment #2) reflects the real property interests 
acquired in 2016 for $50,000 or less, in accordance with the authority provided 
under Works Committee Report #2001-W-140 as approved by Regional Council on 
December 5, 2001. 

4. Attachments

Attachment #1: Works Committee Report #2001-W-140

Attachment #2: Property Acquisitions by Means of By-Law No. 82-2001

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

Susan Siopis, P.Eng. 
Commissioner of Works 
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2016 Land Acquisitions (under $50,000) Attachment #2 2017-INFO-6

REAL ESTATE 
FILE 

DATE OFFER 
SIGNED  

(by Legislative Services) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROPERTY 
OWNER 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION COMPENSATION MUNICIPAL 
LOCATION 

RR4-115 8-Jan-16 Taunton Road at Robbins Road – 
Easement for Culvert 

Municipality of 
Clarington 

Part of Block C and 5 
on Registered Plan 
N693 

$2.00 306 Tamblyn Road, 
Clarington 

RR13-38 12-Jan-16 Regional Road 13 Reconstruction 
and Rehabilitation 

Anna Trussell Parts 1 and 2 on Part 
of Lot 2, Concession 3 
as part of PIN 72003-
0025 

$20,020.00 1255 S Durham Road 
23, RR1, Sunderland, 
ON  L0C 1H0 

RR13-39 10-Mar-16 RR13 Road Rehabilitation Lori and Chris 
Van Kessel 

Part of Lot 3, 
Concession 3, 
Township of Brock.  
Part 1 on R-Plan 40R-
28661 as D-284978, 
Subject to BK14478 

$2,250.00 S12805 Concession 
Rd. 4 Sunderland, Ont  
Frontage on Regional 
Road 13 

RR46-06 9-May-16 Reconstruction - NE Corner of 
Brock Street and Rossland Road, 
Whitby 

Whitby 
Developments 
Inc. 

Part of Block 9, 
Registered Plan 40M-
2554.  Further as 
Parts 1 & 2 on R-Plan 
40R-29093 

$10,000.00 3015 Brock Street 
North, Whitby, 
Ontario 

RR13-28 14-Jul-16 Regional Road 13 Reconstruction 
and Rehabilitation 

Randall Bugg & 
Carol Bugg 

Part of Lot 4, 
Concession 2, 
Township of Brock.  R-
Plan 40R-28676 

$15,500.00 S370 Regional Road 
13, Sunderland, ON  
L0C 1H0 

RR3-17 7-Apr-16 Winchester / Thickson Road 
Intersection Improvements 

Brooklin 
Meadows - 
Edward 
Sorbara 

Part of Blk. 224, Plan 
40M-1803, Town of 
Whitby   Parts 1 & 2  
R-Plan 40R-28914.

$2.00 N/W quadrant of 
Winchester Rd. at 
Thickson Rd. 

RR1-31 20-Jun-16 Regional Road 1 Reconstruction - 
Sandford Rd. To Ashworth Rd., 
Town of Uxbridge 

Wayne & 
Jacqueline 
Teskey 

Part of Lot 6, 
Concession 7, 
Township of 
Uxbridge.  Part 1 of R-
Plan 40R-29003. 

$2,000.00 9129 Regional Road 1 
RR2, Station Main 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 
1R2 

RR16-23 10-Jun-16 Ritson Road Reconstruction Nideva- 
1662857 
Ontario 
Limited 

Part of Lot 8, 
Concession 5, City of 
Oshawa.  Part 2 on R-
Plan 40R-29096 

$2.00 760 Conlin Road East, 
Oshawa, ON  L4L 4G9 



2016 Land Acquisitions (under $50,000) Attachment #2 2017-INFO-6

REAL ESTATE 
FILE 

DATE OFFER 
SIGNED  

(by Legislative Services) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROPERTY 
OWNER 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION COMPENSATION MUNICIPAL 
LOCATION 

RR13-29 10-Nov-16 Regional Road 13 Road 
Rehabilitation 

Brian Raymond 
Stickwood 

Part Lot 5 Concession 
3, Brock, Part 1 on R-
Plan 40R-28683 

$5,250.00 425 Regional Road 
13, Sunderland, ON  
L0C 1H0 

RR13-34 18-Aug-16 Regional Road 13 Road 
Rehabilitation 

David and 
Diane Fuller 

Part of Lots 2 & 3, 
Concession 2, Brock, 
Part 1 on R-Plan 40R-
28666 

$7,537.00 S170 Durham Rd 13, 
RR1 Sunderland, ON   
L0C 1H0 

HWY2-50 6-Jul-16 Maple Grove and Hwy 2 
Intersection Realignment. 

Rekker 
Gardens 
Limited, 
Richard Rekker 

Part Lot 18, 
Concession 2.   Part 1 
on R-Plan 40R-29207 

$7,900.00 Rekker Gardens 
Limited, 2258 Hwy2, 
RR6, Bowmanville, 
ON  L1C 3K7 

HWY2-49 4-Oct-16 Maple Grove and Hwy 2 
Intersection Realignment. 

David and 
Cathy Tonks 

Part Lot 18, 
Concession 2.  Part 1 
on R-Plan 40R-29214 

$12,705.00 2059 Maple Grove 
Road, RR2, 
Bowmanville, ON  L1C 
3K3 

MUN-P-48 19-May-16 Permanent Easement for 
Sanitary Sewer Connection. 

City of 
Pickering 

Parts 1 and 2 on R 
Plan 40R-29156. 

$2.00 Municipal road 
adjacent to 529 
Gillmoss Road, City of 
Pickering 

RR22-93 7-Sep-16 Victoria Street realignment - 
Easements 

Riotrin 
Properties Inc. 

Part of Lot 23, Broken 
Front Concession, 
Whitby Part 1 Ref 
Plan 40R-29270 

$2.00 Victoria Street at 
Hopkins Street, 
Whitby 

RR2-31 22-Dec-16 Widening of Winchester Road 
East and Simcoe Street North, 
City of Oshawa (Ontario 
Infrastructure & Land Corps.) 

Hydro One 
Networks Inc. 

Part of Lots 13 and 14 
Conc. 5, Parts 4, 5, 9, 
10, 11, R-Plan 40R-
28294, City of 
Oshawa 

$7,218.00 South West side of 
Winchester Road East 
and Simcoe Street 
North. 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-706-9857 ext. 2612 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
#2017-INFO-7
January 9, 2017 

Subject: 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs E-Newsletter – December 2016 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The Agriculture and Rural Affairs e-newsletter is a bi-monthly snapshot of the 
initiatives, activities and partnerships within the agriculture and rural areas across 
the Region of Durham. It serves as an environmentally-conscious, cost-effective 
tool to relay information regarding the latest agricultural and rural economic 
development activity in Durham Region. 

2. Background

2.1 The Agriculture and Rural Affairs e-newsletter was distributed to 352 subscribers 
in December 2016 with a 43% open rate. It is also posted on the Region’s 
Economic Development website, and distributed via social media channels 
through the Corporate Communications office. 

• View the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Newsletter online at
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Agriculture-and-Rural-Affairs-
Newsletter--Preparing-your-business-for-the-holiday-
season.html?soid=1102359044820&aid=4vaPFxQvHuU.

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Agriculture-and-Rural-Affairs-Newsletter--Preparing-your-business-for-the-holiday-season.html?soid=1102359044820&aid=4vaPFxQvHuU


 Page 2 of 2 

2.2 The Agriculture and Rural Affairs e-newsletter is produced in cooperation with 
Corporate Communications. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

B.E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 



If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2564 

From: 
Report: 
Date: 

Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 
#2017-INFO-8
January 9, 2017 

Subject: 

Durham Tourism E-Newsletter- December 2016 

Recommendation: 

Receive for information 

Report: 

1. Purpose

1.1 The Durham Tourism e-newsletter is a monthly snapshot of the tourism initiatives 
and activities across the Region of Durham. It serves as an environmentally-
conscious, cost-effective marketing tool to promote economic development and 
tourism activity in Durham Region. 

2. Background

2.1 The Durham Tourism e-newsletter was distributed to 7,532 subscribers in 
December 2016 with a 37% open rate. It is also posted on the Region’s Economic 
Development website, and distributed via social media channels through the 
Corporate Communications office. 

• View the Durham Tourism E-newsletter online at
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Welcoming-the-holidays-in-Durham-
Region.html?soid=1101562300271&aid=gpG7eanwDPs.

2.2 The Durham Tourism e-newsletter is produced in cooperation with Corporate 
Communications. 

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Welcoming-the-holidays-in-Durham-Region.html?soid=1101562300271&aid=gpG7eanwDPs
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Respectfully submitted, 

Original signed by 

B.E. Bridgeman, MCIP, RPP 
Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development 

























































If this information is required in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2097. 

 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

MINUTES 

DURHAM REGION ROUNDTABLE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

November 18, 2016 

A regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate Change was held on 
Friday, November 18, 2016 in Boardroom LL-C, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Headquarters, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby at 1:01 PM. 

Present: R. Gauder, Citizen Member, Chair 
M. Vroegh, Citizen Member, Vice-Chair 
Councillor Ashe, Finance & Administration Committee 
Councillor Ballinger, Works Committee 
G.H. Cubitt, Chief Administrative Officer 
Councillor Gleed, Health and Social Services Committee 
T. Hall, Citizen Member 
D. Hoornweg, Citizen Member 
E. Lacina, Citizen Member 
H. Manns, Citizen Member 
S. Moore, Citizen Member 
B. Neil, Citizen Member 
J. Solly, Citizen Member 

Absent: C. Caneo, Citizen Member 
D. Gilbert, Citizen Member 
Councillor Mitchell, Planning & Economic Development Committee 
Regional Chair Anderson 

Staff 
Present: B. Bridgeman, Commissioner of Planning and Economic Development 

B. Kelly, Manager of Sustainability, Office of the CAO 
C. Rochon, Program Co-ordinator, Climate Change, Office of the CAO 
D. James, Committee Clerk, Corporate Services – Legislative Services 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

Moved by T. Hall, Seconded by J. Ballinger, 
That the minutes of the regular Durham Region Roundtable on 
Climate Change meeting held on October 14, 2016, be adopted. 

CARRIED 

2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
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3. Pond Biofuels Technology 

A) Martin Vroegh, Director of Environmental Affairs, St Marys Cement Re: Pond 
Biofuels Technology  

Martin Vroegh, Director of Environmental Affairs, St Marys Cement provided 
a PowerPoint Presentation on Pond Biofuels Technology. 

Highlights of the presentation included: 
• From Liability to Opportunity 
• Definition of Waste and Products 
• Cement 101 
• Key Environmental Stats 
• Two Sources of Greenhouse Gases 
• Cap and Trade Summary 
• U.S. and China: Cement Production 
• Energy Management 
• Low Carbon Fuels 
• Product Innovation 
• On-Site Private Utility 
• Pond Biofuel Technology 

M. Vroegh advised that with funding from the Ontario Centres of Excellence, 
Pond Biofuels and St Marys Cement have partnered to conduct a $10 million 
project to capture CO2 through algae growth at the St Marys Cement facility 
in St. Mary’s, Ontario to use as fuel within the plant. He advised that the 
algae is grown in bioreactors with CO2 and light, which in turn is dried and 
used as fuel within its kilns and to yield several by-products. 

M. Vroegh showcased a CTV news story about St Marys Cement and carbon 
diversion. 

M. Vroegh responded to questions of the Committee. 

4. Approval of Amended Version of Durham Community Climate 
Adaptation Plan 

A) Brian Kelly, Manager of Sustainability, Memorandum and Amended Durham 
Community Climate Adaptation Plan  

B. Kelly, Manager of Sustainability, provided a PowerPoint Presentation with 
respect to the amended Durham Community Climate Adaptation Plan. A 
copy of his presentation was provided to the Committee prior to the meeting. 
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Highlights of the presentation included: 
• Comment Process 
• Meetings and Briefings 
• Responses to Date 
• Nature of Comments 
• Proposed Changes to Program 2.1 

- Parallel Path Strategy 
- Next Steps 

• Roles and Responsibilities 
• Further Comments Expected 
• The Way Forward 

Discussion ensued and it was decided to move Table 3 Sample Components 
of a Resilient House Standard under Section 5.2 Building Sector in the 
Amended Durham Community Climate Adaptation Plan to the Appendix 
portion of the plan, with a qualifier.  

Further discussion ensued with respect to the Durham Region Roundtable 
on Climate Change 2017 budget and the possible need for “seed funds” to 
support a number of “next step” activities under the Adaptation Plan. It was 
decided by the Committee to include the 2017 DRRCC budget and outlines 
of possible seed fund activities to the next meeting agenda, for further 
discussion. 

Moved by G. Cubitt, Seconded by T. Hall, 
That we recommend to the Committee of the Whole for approval 
and subsequent recommendation to Regional Council: 

a) That the Durham Community Climate Adaptation Plan be approved in 
principle; and 

b) That the Durham Community Climate Adaptation Plan be referred to 
local municipal councils, electrical utilities, local conservation 
authorities and senior government agencies for their review and 
consideration. 

CARRIED 

5. Other Business 

A) Introduction of Caitlin Rochon, Program Co-ordinator, Climate Change 

B. Kelly introduced Caitlin Rochon, the new Program Co-ordinator to the 
Committee. 
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B) Committee Member Resignation 

Martin Vroegh announced that he will soon be leaving St Marys Cement to 
take up a position with the Ontario Centres of Excellence as the Director of 
GHG Reduction Technologies and will be resigning from the Committee. 

6. Date of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Durham Region Roundtable on Climate 
Change will be held on Friday, December 9, 2016 starting at 1 PM in Room 
LL-C, Regional Headquarters Building, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby. 

7. Adjournment 

Moved by G. Cubitt, Seconded by D. Hoornweg, 
That the meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 

Committee members were invited to stay after the meeting to watch a 
screening of Leonardo DiCaprio’s film entitled “Before the Flood”. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:40 PM. 

R. Gauder, Chair, Durham Region 
Roundtable on Climate Change 

D. James, Committee Clerk 



Action Items 
Committee of the Whole and Regional Council 

Meeting Date Request Assigned 
Department(s) 

Anticipated 
Response Date 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Business Case for Projects Managed Directly by the Region –
Increasing the number of projects which are managed directly 
by the Region, whether through employees or contracted staff – 
referred to the 2017 budget process. 

Works 2017 Budget 
Process 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was requested to provide a report on the correspondence 
from the City of Pickering with respect to the Notice of Motion 
adopted at their Council meeting held on June 27, 2016, re: 
residential tax relief to eligible low income seniors and low 
income disabled persons (Pulled from August 19, 2016 Council 
Information Package) 

Finance / 
 Social 

Services 
 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was requested to provide information on the possibility of an 
educational campaign designed to encourage people to sign up 
for subsidized housing at the next Committee of the Whole 
meeting. (Region of Durham’s Program Delivery and Fiscal Plan 
for the 2016 Social Infrastructure Fund Program) (2016-COW-19) 

Social 
Services / 
Economic 

Development 

October 5, 2016 

September 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Section 7 of Attachment #1 to Report #2016-COW-31, Draft 
Procedural By-law, as it relates to Appointment of Committees 
was referred back to staff to review the appointment process. 

Legislative 
Services First Quarter 2017 



Meeting Date Request Assigned 
Department(s) 

Anticipated 
Response Date 

October 5, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

That Correspondence (CC 65) from the Municipality of Clarington 
regarding the Durham York Energy Centre Stack Test Results be 
referred to staff for a report to Committee of the Whole 

Works  

November 2, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff advised that the joint Ministry of Transportation and the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Changes Air Monitoring 
results would be shared with Council. 

Works  

December 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff advised that an update on a policy regarding Public Art 
would be available by the Spring 2017. 

 
Works Spring 2017 

December 7, 2016 
Committee of the Whole 

Staff was requested to provide a report outlining the details of an 
electronic voting system process for in the Council Chambers and 
to report back to the February 2017 Committee of the Whole 
meeting. 

Corporate 
Services 

Administration 
February 2017 

December 14, 2016 
Council 

The Notice of Motion by Councillors Henry and Chapman 
regarding the Oshawa Executive Airport was referred to Finance 
and Economic Development staff for consideration in the 2017 
budget (Notice of Motions Item 2) 

Finance and 
Economic 

Development 

2017 Budget 
Process 
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